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MINORITY RIGHTS IN INDIA:-

Human rights in present times

~is a very important matter for

. discussion. Human Rights include all

such kind of rights which are very
much important for living in at present
world. Minority Rights are also
significant rights which are important
part of human rights. Generally the
term ‘minority’ refers to those people
Wwho are not Hindu. The Indian
Constitution identifies two categories
of minorities: linguistic and religious.
The following communities are
recognized as minorities by the
8overnment — Muslim, Christians,
Sikhs, Buddhists, and Zoroastrians. It
Was the ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment that identifies these
8roups under 20 of the Statute of
NatiOnal Commission of Minorities
(NCM). But NCM did not give any kind
Of definition about minorities. In
Practically, we can see that Govt. of
India yseq popular and religious
Yardsticks for the identification of
Minorities in India. Indian Constitution
uflder schedule eight recognizes
E:g.hteen major languages. Unde.r
\ 1an Constitution there are certafn
Ilicles which provides for certaill

Bhaskar Jyoti Tamuli

Asstt. Professor
Dept. of Political Science

L.TK. College

guarantees for the linguistic
minorities, these are article 347, 350,
350A and 350B. There are several
religions in India. In 2001, the
population of India was
1,027,015,247. If the number around
1028 million, 828 million are Hindus,
138 million are Muslim, 24 Million are
Christian, 19 million Sikhs, 8 million
are Buddhist and 4.2 million are Jain.
In India there are six main ethnic
groups and fifty two major tribes, six
major religions and 6,400 castes and
sub - castes; eighteen major
languages and 1,600 minor languages
and dialects. After World War I and

ral special measures were

II, seve es we
minorities.

taken for the protection of
The Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
in 1948 is the first instrument which

has some bearings on minority

protection. Other important
instruments are = Indigenous and
Convention (1989),

Tribal Peoples ]
ICCPR, International Convention on

the Elimination of All Forms of racial
Discrimination etc. On 18' December
1992, the UN Declarapon o‘n. the
Rights of National or Ethnic, Religious,
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and Linguistic Minorities was adopted
by General Assembly. The cultural and
religious rights of the minorities and
the right to be protected against
majoritarianism were recognized as far
back as 1928 in the Motilal Nehru Draft
Constitution. The Indian Constitution
includes various provisions for the
welfare of the minorities; they are
namely, Articles 15, 16, 25, 26, 27,
28, 29 and 30. Article 15 provides that
the state should not make any
discrimination on the grounds of
religion, race, sex or palace of birth.,
Article 16 provides that citizen shall
not be denied from public employment
on the grounds of sex, race, religion
and caste and birth place. Again, article
25 grants every individual the freedom
of conscience and the right to profess,
practice and propagate freely his or
her religion. Article 28(1) prohibits any
educational institution, which is wholly
maintained out of State funds, to
provide religious instruction, The
Indian Constitution neither defineg the
term “minority”, nor Provides
sufficient elements to elaborate upon
a test determination whether 3
particular group constitutes a minority,
Muslim personal Laws and Uniform
Civil Code play a very important role
for the minority rights in India. The
Muslim Personal Laws have been g
source of political contention ip India,

\20 )

Muslims view tha’%
constitutional commitment to a

Indian

community. By the resolution of 121]
December, 1978 of the Ministry Of!
Home Affairs, A Minoritie$
Commission was established. Latefij@
the Minority Commission was
réenamed as the National CommiSSiOn.;?
for Minorities (NCM), which was
constituted on 17 May 1993. Aﬂ
Present, 14 states have State Minorit)’_g
Commission, NCM is composed of 4
Chairperson, a Vice Chairperson 3nd|
five members. Section 9 of the NCMl
Act spells out the functions of the
NCM. There have Special Officer foﬂ
Linguistic Minorities, The office of the
Special offjcer for Linguisti¢
Minorities ig also known as thé,
Commissioner for Linguisti¢.
Minoritieg Which was created in July

1957, in accordance with Article 3500
of the Constitution, 1

Ind; .The issue of minority rights if)
ndia 'S @ very important issue fof

dlSCUSSlOI‘l in present times. Every

that tp
Mminorit
thelr hu

y €Ommunity cannot enioj.
Man rightg, Because, they 3&
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not aware of these rights which are
given to them by the constitution to
live a happy life. Through this article
an attempt has been made to provide
some basic information about rights
which are very important for people

to live a happy and peaceful life.
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Confidence and Hardwork is
the Best Medicine to Kill the
Disease called Failure. It will
Make You Successful
Person......




