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Impq_r__tan_c__e of Soft-Skills

Padmawati Gohain
Vice-Principal

ersonality Developmegt is a tO(?l
through which one can bring out one's
capabilities and strengths and make
aware of inner self and become more confident
to face the outside world, Today
an important tool for develo

within a person. It determines no_t only hig
professional success but algg his overaly
behaviour and attitude in -life. Afew years ba_ck
importance was not givv?tm on DeY_S(_mahty
development, because earlier c_ompe'tmon Wa‘g
not a big issue. Just the quallﬁcgtmn and if
required light medical (.:heck Up did the work .
But now competition 1‘5 taking 4 Newer an(g
taugher step. Moreoyer in today's woy] d. eve
person is talented in ln_s/her‘ oWn way, gy
choosing the best requires inpey Persong]
qualities which distinguish Person fropm,
others in matters of behaviouyr, looks, thoy, ghts,
feelings etc. It ig important ot only i, the
company or other private Sectors but i, e
educational institution also. M

any institutions
now-a-days train up the Student o Soft skijjg

so that they can fully be equipped oht Brom
the initial level,

Soft  skills
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They help us in
with other peo
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ping overal] skill
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straight leaning forward shows the stability of
a person. Tapping fingers or foot shows total
immaturity.

Speak less but speak what is required. Be
conscious while speaking in a public or private
place. Speak properly but speak in a normal
soothing tone.

Active Listening Skill :

Listening is a very important skill of
personality development. 'Wise is the one who
listens and gathers knowledge'. A well listener
can comprehend well and a good
comprehension leads to a perfect conclusion
orresult. One should not keep boasting around.
That irritates everyone. If we expect people to
listen to us then the same is expected by them.
Listening, responding, questioning shows
interest to others. One should not interrupt in
between while others are speaking. Deliver
respect by letting them complete.

Team spirit and ability to motivate and lead :

Working in a team needs a lot of knowledge
and confidecet. People usually follow a leader
who is confident, friendly and easy going. Such
leader can set the team spirit going and achieve
the goal in a much easier way. '

Ways to practice Leading and Motivatlpg ;

I. Observe the senior. Observe minutely
their gestures, hand movements, body
language, proper use of vocabulary, looks
and command in voice. '

2. Observe his way of motivating people, his
way to explain the team about tfllc goal.
Make note of the data he carres and
distributes among his team without
confusion and chaos. N

3. Try to imitate the positive qualities of the
leader. Try to be fiendly with mates and
discuss the topics whenever possible.
Share ideas of others and donot try to
interrupt when someone tries to opine
about something.

4. Initiate any programmes with utmost
sincerity and dedication. Try to organize
debate, group discussion or cultural

programmes and take initiative by helping
evryone in the team.

5. Take the challenges and prepare the team
by encouraging them about past
achievement.

6. Donot wait for the supervisors for
reminding the duties and responsibilities.
Try to be always punctual.

Building Relationships by using Easy Going and
Friendly Skill :

A friendly attitude towards other removes
hesitation and fear. An easy going person is
never shy. Such person tries to connect as many
people as can. If one working in a team, shyness
and hesitation will lead to nothing except for
embarrassment. Building relationships are also
known as inter personal skill. Such skills are
mostly required for people working in a team
or organisation. There are various ways to
develop interpersonal skills. Such as :

1. One should be always happy. Greet peope
whenever required but not by overdoing
it. Talk to them, make them laugh. In short
be approachable and likeable.

2. Bad habits, like creating misunderstan-

“dings or conflicts in a group, should be

given up. Do not be the cause to fight
among the friends. But try to be a trouble
soother. By trying to solve issues in the
team one can earn respect and can build
up quick and long term relationship.

Personality is a blend of temperament,
emotions, principles and behaviour. It is
developed right from the very beginning of a
child's life. This personality is later moulded,
based on the vaious positive and negative
factors in life.

So far as students are concerned, effective
personality development programme should be
taken to help the student to face and meet the
challenges of the outside world more
effectively and efficiently. At the same time
make it easier for them to climb up the
complicated corporate ladder more
smoothly.ee
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environment he faces.

One's personality can be shaped with proper
care and attention right from the early stage of
one's life. The way one is raised, for example
has a lot to do with the way one speaks, makes
choices and practically everything one does.
Why personality?

The development of one's personality, done
is the right manner, is a challenging an rewarding
task for every individual particularly for the
energetic youth, who can gain much from it. It
is challenging in that, it demands hard,
methodical labour, perserverance and careful
attention. And it is rewarding since no effort in
this direction goes in vain. In fact every effort
brings success and satisfaction proportionate to
the attempt. Moreover, it is every person's duty
to work towards it, since personality
development is necessary for success in any
field.

Personality Combined with Soft-Skill-Key to
Success :

Hard Skills reflect what you know. Soft
Skills indicate who you really are. The
workplace 1is changing, competition is
increasing. Hard skills can take one to the
interview. But soft skills are needed to get past
the interview. Even if some hard skills can get
one the job, soft skills are needed for growth
in the job. Because the economy is getting
increasingly globalize. Effective teamwork nd
interpersonal skills, not only within the same
location but often across the countries are
therefore assuming and creasing importance.
Cmmunication clarity-written or verbal, ever
over high definition video conference (where
every nervous gesture or fold in the forehead
in clearly visible to the team) may make a world
of difference to-day in driving one's point
across. Soft Skills include (a) Personal traits
like time manangement, attitude,
Responsibility, ethic, intergrity and value, Self
confidence and courage, consistency and
predictability and (b) Interpersonal traits like

team work and interpersonal skills,
communication and networking, empathy and

listening  skills, problem solving,
troubleshooting and speed reading and
leadership.

Abraham Lincoln, the 16th and one of the
most admired Presidents of the United States
Excelled at his soft skills. His communication
skills written and verbal-were par excellence. So
powerful were his words at the Gettysburg
Address (19th November, 1863) that Senator
Charles Sumner called the speech a 'monumental
act'. He also remarked on the speech that "The
world noted at once what he said, and will never
cease to remember it. The battle itself was less
important than the speech.’ This was one of the
most famous speeches of all times delivered by
President Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln
successfully led the country through its greatest
internal crisis, the American civil war, preserving
the union and ending slavery.

Personality Development-how?

Personality development is a continuous
process and the evolution of an individual's
personality is liked to his personal and
professional growth. It can be consciously
developed and changed. With conscious effort
one can project the desired personality.
Personality is often multifaceted and individuals
display different personalities at different phases
of their life.

How a person behaves, feels and thinks, how
he conducts himself in a given set of
circumstances is largely determined by the state
of his mind. Mere external appearance or a
person's speech or mannerisms are only fringes
of one's personality. These do not reflect the real
personality. Personality development is the real
sense refers to deeper levels of a person. So,
development should start from a clear grasp of
the nature of our mind and how it functions.

We intend to do many things-make
resolutions to cultivate good habits, to kick
certain bad habits to study with concentrations,
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to do something with a concentrated mind. Ver);
often our mind rebels, forcing usto beata rc‘trea
from our efforts at implementing our rcsolutlon?.
A book is open before us, and our eyes are Olf'e[ ‘
But the mind has started wandering thm1 ing
about some past events or some fut_ure plans.
The same thing happens when we s_lt_fo.r aew
minutes trying to pray or think of a que name
or form. According to Bhagavad Gita, the
undisciplined mind acts as our enemy, whereas
a trained mind acts as our fiend. So, we have to
control the four aspects of mind manas, budhi,
chitta and ahambara. Because Swami
Vivekanandoji's mantra for personality
development is-'Each sou] is potentially divine.
The goal is to manifest this dinity within by
controlling nature external and internal.'-
Strengthening of will power is the essence of
personality development,

According to the Vedantic concept
advocated by Swami Vivekananda-5 dimensiong
of mind and body are involved ip harmonioyg
deveiopment of human personality. Which are.-

1. Physical dimensions.

z. Energy dimensions

3. Intellectual dimensiong

4, Mental dimensiong and

5. Blissful dimensijong.

Physical dimensiop -

€ mora]
Energy dimensions -
Well regulated Systematic breathmg bringg

dimension_
Intellectual dimensiop :

Man is endowed with, the gift of inte]

This gift shoyld b tect,

Properly Cultivateq ang

|
nurtured by reading good books o philosophy
moral science and biographies. |
Mental dimensijop -

The mind by nature I rest less.
over mind is must for e
calmness of mind and
necessary and should pe
deep silence through med;
Blissful dimension :

This is the ultimate
be a man of personal
stage where only

Full control
verybody. For his,

cultivated. (observe
tation)

good and mankind. To
ity, one has to reach this
bliss or ananda prevails. He
who has reach this Stage can face the world with
asmile, Neither JOys nor Sorrow of any kind stand
in his way. Failure or Success, bouquets or
brickbats do not distract him from carrying on
his work. According tq Swamiji, wherever one
attains a highey vision, the lower vision
disappears of jtge: The higher vision is reflected
m the behavioral traits of highly successful
people.

Oualities of Persona[ig) Development :

L. Faith ip oneself-whateyer you think that
You wil] be,

L l
2. Positive thinkin 8.
3. Attitude towardg

1Stra

Failures and mistakes-A

_ “Man is the maker of his own
destiny saig Swamiji, "We are responsible

€ and whatever we wish .

S ’
5. R.enunciation and Service - Selfless service
'S 2 paramoypy means to charactel
deveIOpmem,

) Wt 1S the personality of the man that counted-
€ look to the great leaderg of mankind, we
at it wag the personality that
Of the man is two‘ﬂmdst
rds, are but one third. 1t
> the PRusonality of the man th
N . -
1kl of all adcation
TS man, making e
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Mom

Seema Biswakarma
B.A. 1% Semester

b

_Mom is the most common word
We frequently use
She is our Source of knowledge
She is one who understands our feeling and

Things we do our way.
She teaches us the love and care
She always tells us to study well
She tells us how to use goods
But...

There are also some childre
Not as lucky as we are
To have such a caring an
Oh God! What a life you have
Just a painful life...*!
A life without a mom is like

'A life in which there is N0 colours,
No joy'.

But only poverty and expl
I think

I'm very lucky to ha
Mother.

She loves me a lot and
I love her very much...

n who are

d loving Mom
grant them

oitation.
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dependent on domestic agriculture. Besides,
there was no provision of scholarship or any
other financial assistance from the state
government. Consequently, his dream of
becoming an engineer from an institute of
national repute remained unfulfilled. Returning
home, he became a teacher in a venture school
for about a year. But his knowledge thirsty mind
could not keep him away from his pursuit of
knowledge for long and he gave up the job and
took admission again in Cotton College offering
honours in Geography. As perseverant as Dr.
Taher had been since his childhood, he pasged
the degree examination with honours securing
first class first position in 1954. Then he went
to Calcutta University to study and completed
his Master degree securing first class in 1957.
After completion of his cducation at the
University he worked there asa junior researcher
in the National Atlas Organisation in 1957 and
was promoted to senior researcher in 1958. BUt
at the urge of his inner mind t0 SEIVe his native
state he gave up the job and d!om‘ed the
department of Geography at Gauhati University

on 10" August, 1958. Obtaining commonwealth

fellowship in 1963 he went {0 New Zea}and o
carry out his research work on "Asians it New

Zealand: A Geogl‘aphical Rc;wew _aTd
Interpretation” in Oakland University undert E}e
guidance of renowned geographer Pro. K. B.
Cumberland and completed his doctorlal degree
in May 1965. Coming pack he contmued hl‘S
service at Gauhati University. The worth o_f his
thesis may be judged from the fact 't'h?\t] "515; ;
journal "Tmmigrants in New‘Zealeﬂr;(}il ’As?ans"
University published an article : De- e
based upon a primary chapter of DT

thesis,
Spbasies | a5 the head for

1981. He served the depaﬂment as

. in fr
two terms from 1984 to87 ‘mq agamz 1st March
till the day of his SUPcrmmuat.mn ..0;; ;tn Guru"
in 1991. He was awal‘ded thetitle "BIEY

in 1990,

_ acquiring
The atlas is an import

ant tool for

knowledge of geography of a particular region.
But there was a scarcity of the atlas particularly
for the students of the Assamese medium.
Dr.Taher understood this fact and involved
himself in the preparation and compilation of
the atlas of the region. Herein his experience at
the National Atlas Organisation, Calcutta, came
in handy. As a result his effort bore its first fruit
and 'Natun Asomiya Bhuchitrally' was produced
and it was published by Asom Book Depot in
1975. It may be mentioned here that prior to this,
pandit Hari Narayan Dutta Boruah and
renowned teacher Nagendra Narayan
Choudhory jointly produced an atlas named
"Asomiya Bhuchitrawally" in 1950. In later
decades several publishing houses took
initiatives in publishing the atlases. But the
changes taking place from time to time in
administrative jurisdictions, creation of new
districts and sub-divisions, construction of high
ways and railways necessitated timely
innovations and rectifications of the existing
atlases. Dr. Taher continued to devote himself
to this task till 2007. As such he involved himself
in the innovation, rectification, preparation and
compilation of a number of atlases including the
one of Assam Text Book Corporation.

Dr. Taher's remarkable contribution in the
field of geographical sciences of Assam and the
North-East is universally acknowledged. With
wholesale dedication and perseverance he
enriched the subject and laid the foundation for
study and research on different dimensions of
the subject for the succeeding generations of
students and researchers.

Dr. Taher authored a number of research
oriented articles on geography in both Assamese
and English. In collaboration with Dr. Narendra
Nath Bhattachaya, he wrote a research oriented
article in 1973 on the historic geography of
ancient Kamrupa, which may be considered as
the first systematic study in this field. The
Assamese journal "Bhowgolika", first published
in 1086, contained several pioneering articles
written by him. In his article "Physiographic

_m//-——_




editorial notes---one for the Assameg
S8 se

Framework of North-East India", he presented
a detailed geographic shape of the region. He
also authored several pioneering articles on the
natural background of the Brahmaputra valley,
environmental problems, the nature of land,
agricultural planning etc.

His life was a dedication to dissemination
and imparting of knowledge and carrying out
research activities from which he derived an
incomparable bliss and satisfaction. Twelve PhD
scholars and an equal number of M Phil students
obtained degrees under his diligent guideship.
As an author of textbook on geography, Dr.
Taher occupies a position of prominence. He
authored a number of text books in his long
career extending from the 70s. In 1972 he wrote
"Bhugul Supan". Again in collaboration with
Shri Phanidhar Deka and Shri Sada Maral, he
compiled "Bhugul Bharati" in 1974. The English
edition of the book "Modern School Geography”
was published in 1976. Moreover, he authored
"Adhunik Bhugul" in three parts and "Modern
Approaches to Geography" also in three parts.
Approved by the Board of Secondary Education,
Assam, these two books are still the text books
for students. As per the resolution adopted by
Gauhati University to impart education through
the state language, he wrote a text book "Bhugul
Bigyan" (first part) for the students of pre-
university classes. Besides, he also wrote a
practical book on the subject. Jointly with Prof.
Pasimuddin Ahmed, Dr. Taher wrote an
important book "Geography of North East India"
for the students and teachers of the post graduate
level and also for the researchers.

Dr. Taher was also interested in creative
literature. He was the editor of "The Cottonian"
in 1953. The writers who contributed to this issue
were Prof. Maheswar Neog, Sjt. Humen
Borgohain, Prof Ashraf Ali, Ram Gogoi, Prof.
Anandeswar Sharma, Dr.Surya Kumar Bhy Y,

Dr. Prasanna Goswari and several othey
eminent personalities. | ﬁ;ﬂzé’ / fe

It .
3 a1 - 4 =y rfl!j Vi
contribute any specific article, he vyro ?;d not Volved
Cthe two
S€ction

If‘

and the other for the English section. Some of
the stories written by him such as "Atia Teunluk
Hatjan" (the Cottonian, 1950), "Paradox"
(Ramdhenu, 1953), "Bikalpa" ( Ramdhenu,
1954) bore a strong possibility of him as a prolific
creative writer . In his later life he wrote many
creative as well as other articles related to
contemporary socio-cultural issues of the region,
Dr. Taher also laid his hand on children literatyye.
In 1960 Assam Prakashan Parishad publisheq
"Jatayat" and "Paribahan" written by him foy
children . He wrote a very informative essay on
the Brahmaputra .

| The A;sam Sahitya Sabha under the
pzemdenFShIp of renowned literato Sit. Humen
Borgahain took a historic step to publish "The

I%ncyclopaedia" of Assamese culty
literature in Assamese. Dr. Tabers, re and

with the heavy responsibility of g
and the 9th parts of the uphill tagk.

chief editor with Dr. Irshad Aj; Dr' ) e was ’[hf?
M'ahanta, Dr. Abani Kumar Bh;gq;ﬁ I‘E_id;pjyotl
Kishor Bhattacharya as joint Cdito; att and Dr.
had to undergo strenuous laboyy tos' All of them
job and the volumes were publishedcia;gfogzt th;
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and Refresher Courses, international and
national seminars conducted by different
Universities and educational institutions of the
country. Once he graced in a UGC sponsored
National Seminar on "High Land Vs Low Land"
asaresource person organised by LTK College
in 1999. His deliberation on the "Duars of
Assam" kept the participants spellbound with
his impressive speech. He had an impressive
personality and capability to present a difficult
subject in a very simple and understandable
way. (The writer was a rapporteur in the
seminar.)

Till his death on 24th February, 2015, he
was involved in several academic and
intellectual activitics. His was a life wholly
devoted and dedicated to enrichment of
education and society. Such a life 1 worth
living, On his demise, Assam lost 2 virtuous
son of the soil. I pray for the bliss of his eternal
soul,

At his janaja namaj performed on 25th
February, 2015, at Sarania Kabarsthan several
distinguished intellectuais, thinkers and men
of letters offered their tributes 10 the departed
soul. From the comments of some of‘th_e
dignitaries present there an estimation of his
Stature can be formed. Some comments arc

given below. -
Sjt. H.N. Dutta , renowned poet and retire
Professor -"DR. Taher possessed an

s "
CXtraordinary talent and a vast personallt)’ -

...................
......................................

Aru Kirtitta" edited by Dr. Avani Kr. Bhagawati

Dr. Anannada Charan Bhagawati, Ex Vice-
Chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi University - "I have
felt as if the half of my heart was cut off." Dr.
Bhagawati had been his closest friend since the
days of their study in Calcutta in 1954-55. He
also says that Dr. Taher was a devoted worker,
always soft-spoken and never did anything
wrong to anybody and had a broad mind.

Dr. Taufik Rahman Bora, retired Principal
of Assam Medical College -"Dr.Taher was a
polite and mild person by nature".

Md. Tabiul Hussain, renowned writer -
"Dr.Taher was a leading personality. On his
demise we have lost a guardian."

Dr. Avani Kumar Bhagawati, Professor,
Department of Geography, Gauhati University
and ex-student of Dr. Taher - "Dr. Taher was a
very intimate teacher. He provided ample
inspiration to the succeeding generation as a
meritorious and knowledgeable person."

Md. A. Jaman, President, Assam Kabi
ganmilan -"Assam lost a cultured person. It is
unfortunate for the Assamese race."

Dr. Bolendra Kumar Das, Principal,
pashim Guahati College -"Dr.Taher Sir was a
worthy son who had continued his effort to
popularise Geography since its establishment
a5 a subject in Assam."

Dr. Suresh Kumar Nath, Registrar of
Gauhati University -"The family members of
Gauhati University are deeply aggrieved on
the death of Dr. Taher"

Sﬂurce . i
""'—--._.____.2.- 1

" - er- K]Ttl
syl U Mahamn}?ﬁ?’%t}h February'2015

* "Amar Asom" dated 25t
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true. I am not bound to succeed, but I am
d with anybody that stands right, and stand

when he goes wrong. o |
am Lincoln said during the American Civil War |
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