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Assamese Society
and Women

Dr. Runali Goswami
Asst. Professor 4
Deptt. of Sociology.

In Assam there are people of many ethnic
groups with rich cultural traits. ‘The evolution of
the Assamese Society thus has been a thrilling and
lively story of people of different races passing
through the process of conflicts, conciliations and
convergence into a plural society (D. Doley, 1980).
Every ecthnic, linguistic, cultura] and religious
groups has become one society in the process of
assimilation and fasion. The social and cultural life
indicate that the Assamese Society is based on the
principle of liberalism, secularism and democratic
functioning. In spite of such differences, the status
of women in different communities appears to be
much better thap many other women in the
country. Assamese women are fond of colourful
handloom clothes which they weae in the family
looms. They wear Mekkela (in the lower part of
the body) and Chaddar (in the upper part of the
body). Some married women wear Riha (Additional
piece of cloth in the upper part of the body besides
Meldhela and Chaddar. In tribal societies women
wear their traditional dresses but many of them
wear modem dresses. They wear various kinds of
Omaments of gold, silver etc. with traditional
designs. Dowry is most uncommon in Assamese
society. On the other hand, bride-price was a
common practice in the past. Bride price is sti|)
common in tribal societies. Married women observe
some rules of avoidance particularly with the

senior male members of the husband's family,

TER oS T 98 ) wfimen s, 2e3%-33 7§

Women are not expected to talk face to face wit)
senior male members. The wife does not addres;
the husband by name. Married women are expec
to cover their heads with the end part of the clo ?
(Uroni) wom in the upper part of the bO‘f.
(chaddar) in presence of the elderly members v
her husband's family as well as other respectabl_;
person of the society. Like other women in ﬂ*
country, the Assamese women do all kinds o
domestic works of cleaning, washing, cooking 4 "5
distribution of food items. But the participati
women in economic activities is higher. M&l
members are not expected to do some of "
household works except in unavoidablf
circumstances. In fact, men generally avoid SOII"-"
works assigned to women. Women observe 50113‘
rules at time of cookings. They do not generﬁlll"-':i
enter into cooking room without taking bath. ;
some rural societies, girls attaining puberty b}
unmarried are not allowed to cook rice. Sucl)
unmarried girls are not allowed to take part |
some works related to religious ceremonies.
Weaving is indispensable to Assamese women. M0 ,:_
of the Assamese women, of the rural areas are expef}
in spinning ang weaving. Though at present mo? !
of the educated women do not weave, in intel'i-,é
rural areas weaving is regularly done by women:;
There was a time when one would refuse to mé ,
a girl who does not know weaving. Gandhiji Oﬂoﬁ
remarked : 'Assamese women weave dreams




their looms.' It was a belief in the Assamese society

that if women can send their husbands to the battle

field by giving Kabacha (a kind of garment for men
made by women by spinning and weaving overnight.)
then their husbands would not meet defeat. Rural
women of Assam like other rural Indian women
keep themselves busy in the endless household
works, for most part of the day till night. Women
of Assam are traditionally housewives who consider
their husbands as their inseparable life partners
even at their extreme sacrifice. They have to look
after all the domestic affairs meant for women.
Though women who were engaged in household
works termed as ‘workers' in the Indian census upto
1961, in 1971 census women who engaged
themselves in househld activities withour direct
economic gain are classified as 'non worker'. Most
of the works performed by women, hoever, are
directly or indirectly linked with the economic
activities. The definition adopted naturally brought
down the percentage of women workers to a
considerable extent in 1971. Though the number of
women workers had thus dininished, the work load
for women remained the same. Though it was once
thought that women should not g0 outside for
employment as it was considered t0 involve less of
Prestige of the family, the idea has changed due 10
spread of education. Women who can garm are now
considered important persons to the family. In fact,

g e

= o
::::::::::::::::

women in salaried jobs have better social status.
However, a women who does household and other
family economic activities even up to 14 hours a
day is generally not considered equally important.
Though many male members like women who earn,
they hardly realize fuily the difficulties of the working
women. Though some male mebers are found to
have belped women in certain domestic works,
some do not help women at all. Usually men abstain
from cooking, washing and cleaning the house. So,
earning women also generally donot get much help
from men. Similarly, the non-earning women who
do endless household works rarely get help from
men. Some women have to do certain works even
if they are sick. The interesting aspect is that men's
works are considered more valuable and important
by many men and women. Most of . the women
abstain from shopping due to social restrictions.
Therefore women have little chance of spending
family income by themselves at the market. Inspite
of that some housewives keep family income with
them. Generally, very few women have liberty to
spend family income at their own with.
Reference :

Doley, D. 'Assam and the Assamese Mind'

1980, quated from P.D. Saiking, K. Gogoi and

Anjali Lekharu, Indian Rural Women (A study on
Role and Status of Rural Women in Assam) Mittal
Publication, 1986. =
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What is Science?

Jitumoni Borah
TIRC 1st Semester’

‘Science is a systematic knowledge. Science
lies at the roof of progress of the modern civilization.
It has benefited human life in various ways. It began
with the inventions of machines that help in mills,
industries etc. Now it is spreaded 10 different fields
like radio, telegraphs, telephone, computer etc. We
now live in an age of science. Todays science beings
to us. It has made our life easy and comfortable.
Science has made us powerful. Transport and
communication have become quick and comfortable
through electricity and computers. It adds much to
the joys of our ljves. In our daily lives the first thing
we take early in the momning toothpaste and tca are
the blessings of * science. The daily news paper,
the telegraph, telephone the radio, electrnic mail are
the gifis of science. The televisions brings the

= - =
= -
ﬁu-;_-wppﬂﬂ’

distance objects, nearen to us, we travel in bus
trains, aeroplanes, we get cold air by we clean ou1,-
eletric fans, cloths by washing machine we can
preferve our Things by Refrigerator, and life saving
drugs, medicines surgery and ul-tra modern products
medicinets are the blessings of science. Now, a
person can live a luxurious and comfortable life
with the help of science which has changed the
mode of living of mankind. Science plays an
important role in the present time, but it has made
our lives too some extent artificial. We should ever
be watchful against the damage to property and
destruction of human lives through unscupulous
use of science and technology and thus protect this
beautiful earth ‘The sweet home of manking’.
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My Dream...
Indian Idol

' Manashjyoti Borah
H.S. 2nd Year (Science)

Every human being dreams as pet their interrest.
Since music is my passion, therefore obviously my

dream is also reiated to music. My dream is to-

take part in Indian Idol.
Indian Idol is an adaptation of the Pop Idol

format, an interactive reality talent show. It started
airing in Indian with the first season in 2004-05 and
followed that with second (2005-06), third (2007)

and fourth (2008-09) seasons. In February 2010,

Sony Entertainment Television announced the launch
| is created by "Simon

of the fifth season. Indian Ido
Fuller.'

The fifth season of Indian Idol started airing on
Sony TV from 26th April, 2010 and was concluded
on 15th August 2010. The winner of the season was
'Sreeram Chandra' from Hyderabad. In addition to
a recording contract with Sony BMG he was awarded
a one year contract with Sony Entertainment TV,

worth Rs. 50,00,000,2 Suzuki GS-150R motorbike,

- =
- - =
nnnnnnnnnnnn
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a Tata Winger Platinum car and a chance to be a
playback singer in a forth coming movie of Yash
Raj Films, said a press release issued by Sony
Entertainment TV. One of the top five contestants
will also be given the opportunity to become an RJ
in Radio Mirchi 98.3 FM. The new season has
started from 1st of June, 2012,

The honourable judges of Indian Idol are Anu
Malik, Sunidhi Chauhan (2010}, Salim Merchant
(2010), Asha Bhosle (2012), Farah Khan (2004-06),
Alisha Chinnoi (2007), Udit Narayan (2007), Javed
Akhtar (2007-09), Sonali Bendre (2008-09), Kailash
Kher (2008-09) and my most favourite singer Sonu
Nigam (2004-06). '

I wish, one day my dream will come true and
I shall be able to take part in it. For this, I am ready
:i do everyt;lilng. I will try my best for it. May God

ess me and let me join in thi i i
T join in this extraordinary reality

yoyydy W= e mosmmcem s ma.
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Origin and Development of Assamese Prose
Literature : upto 18th Century

e

Lila Borah
Retd. Professor. L. T. K. College

Assam is a land situated in the far East of India,

f:aﬁch state with its own literary and Cultural heri-
Age- Assam was an independent country till 1826
D. when the British brought it under their rule.

From 1947 A.D.after independence Assam becomes

a part of India.
Early it was known as Kammp and it covered
an area including some part of present North Bengal

and Bangla Desh to the Myanmar in the East. I the
thirteenth century, the Ahoms established their king-

dom in the part of the countrty and ruled if for six
hundred years. In the name of the Ahoms, it came
to be known as Asom. On the other hand

Naranarayana, a powerful king of Koch dynastry;
ruled in the Western part of the state Kamtapur and

Koch Bihar was capital. Royal Palace of

1"I‘al”fsmarayana and Gorgaon the capital
kingdom were the centres of education, culture and

Assamese literature. King Naranarayana highly
patronized in the field of Assamese Jiterature and
culture Saint Shankar Deva, a famous propagator of
Neo-Vaishnavite Religion in Assam had done his
literary works and cultural activites at Koch Bihar
the Capital of Koch Kingdom.

Though Assam isa multilingual state, its stan-

dard language 15 Assamese. Origin of the Assames
language is Indo o developed from

-Aryan languag
latest stage of Magadhi Praksl
om 600 BC 0 600 AD

ita. Assamese lan-
guage developed in Assam fr ( 0
by the name of kamrupi. ‘Prahlad Charita’ religloys

verse witten by poet He :
century is the first instance of Assamese Writien
literature. Since then. Assamese |jterature has been

growing up in various literary aspects till our times.
Now we come i development

to the origin and
of Assamese Prose L

ma Swarsawati in the

jterature, which is the subject

a‘ﬁ'ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ@

-
o= -
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

matter of this paper. Human bein i
thoughts and ideas through twogl?ling:izg?iég?u
prose and poetry. Generally in day to day life peo IT-
used prose media in their conversation. But itp s
fm}nd thf':lt in all over the world, both in oral lcsl
written hte_rature, poetic form that appeared befa‘;n
the prose literature. Assamese literature is not ;31.1re
et);ciel::;tw;: fr;)m this point. But in oral literture prossg
style took place just afte i
o o t; ' rthe verse in Assam. Prose

In the early kamrupa a kind of oral literature
devzeloped centering around Kamakhya Templ
which was known as Mantras. It was found bothp'e
verse and prose form. In ancient time Kamrupa "
famous for its Mantras i.e.a kind of oral l;a:'as
These man?ras were the cause of fear and m stelc-
fm: tl-me foreigners. In this context R.S. Sat}ﬁna)t(}ﬁ ry
opuuo; is noteworthy. Who said - -

«Assam is a dangerous coun i
the Muslim invaders were terriﬁctrdy ;;)t 1::ladf) al'ld
ph)isma] features, but also the people wh); 3;11‘-5
believed to be the great magicians. It is the re ? o
;:rl:eredticxle ;ﬁl'ldu and Mongulian cultures metgagg

elended. i

oo is the home of Shakti worship and
For Example :

Brahma deva bahi ache camatkara Kari, adi

Pubat basila Indra, Yama Dakshinata; Uttarata
Kuvera Barun, Pachimata ano devagana acha sabha
pati. Sehi samajaka Chakre dekhileka pache, dekhi
thaa]f_aha;:kka;lnpe jata praja ache .... Charibaka,l sanka
nahi chakshoo jai huti. ] iai
palaile kati. jai phuti. jake jaite pawe Chalea
'l?hough the Mantras were a part of oral litera-
ture, its practice was not open for all, because of
its limitatons and secrecy among the magicians. In

sl ¢ o b RITH S, 2oy Wa e mm o=




the true sense of the terms, real form of Assamese
prose literature was not reflected in the mantra
sahityas as rhyms, thythm and recitation played an
important role in it.
Prose of Ankia Nat.

In the sixteenth century Mahapurush Shri
Shankar Deva and his disciples inculiding Shri
Madhab Deva wrote a kind of drama known as
Ankia Nat. This kind of drama was consisted of
songs, slokas and dialoguse. Songs were written
were in Assamese, slokas are in Sanskrit and dia-
logues were in Brajavali languge which was origi-
nated from Maithily language.

About Brajavali languge Dr. Birinchi Kumar Boruah,
a renown literator of Assam in his opinion said-

“The language Barjavali though originated from
Maithili language, grew and developed in the hands
of Assamese writer in such a way that it can called
as dialect of assam”™.? :

For Example :

Ahe patramontri jnyatisava : hamara duhita
Rukamini : Bivahaka Yogya vela : Kanyaka sadisha
bara kuna thane thika : Savahi bimarishakoya bolala:
Hamu zano eka Daibaki-nandan bine Kanyaka
samana bara nai: zaba sabahi bhalla dekhaha : tabe
swahaste Krishnaka Kanya dana karu.

(Rukmini Haran : Shankar Deva)

Therefore, in the history of Assamese prose
literature the prose style of Ankia Nat cannot be
excluded. But Brajavali language of the Ankia Nat,
though some local elements were used in it, cannot
be an ideal instance of Assames prose literature as
it was an artificial language and it retained some
musical qualities in it. Yet we can say that Shri
Shankar Dev and his Ankia Nats were the pioneers
of the prose literature of Assam.

Prose of Bhattadeva :

After Shankar Deva we can mention the name
of Bhattadeva in whose writings Assamese prose ljt-
erature took a highly successful shape. The real name
of Bhattadeva was Baikuntha Nath Bhattacharya. He
wa born 1558 A.D. and died in 1638. He was a fa-
mous scholar of Sanskrit. He was g disciple of Saint
Damodar Deva of Vaishnavite religion.

Bhattadeva composed there majp religious
books from Sanskrit to Assamese namely, Katha

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
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Bhagawat, Katha Gita and Katha Ratnawali in prose.
He translated these three famous Sanskrit books
into Assamese prose by following the suggestion of
his Guru Damodar. Damodar Deva directed him 10
compose these books in such a prose style, so that
the Sudras (lower cagte people) and women also
c'ould read and understand its meaning. His direc-
tion was—

“Aru eka jagata ishawara ajna dhara .!

katha bandhe eka khanda Bhagwata kara !!

--------------
-------------------------------------------------------

----------------
....................................................

Katha,

In the sixteenth century all books were com-
pose in all over Indian regional language in verse;

i.e. poetic form, Bhattadeva was the first prosé

writer in the regional an i fore
him only & fous guages of India and be

hei W languages of the world developed
their prose hteramre’ Therefol-e, these three books
can be regarde

d as the mile-st amese
prose literatyre, : stone Of Ass

Latimar in Englang»

By reading the same book Vishwakavi Rabindra
gath Tagore Opined.~ “yo (Pt. Hem Chandra
OSWami) may very welj pe proud of the author of

pProse in Bengal s

In t_his regard Sir Ashotosh Mukherjee, a promi-
Dent writer of Bengal remarked.. “The people who

could write Gita in such Prose in the 16™ century
was not a smal| people” ¢

In the origin ang d
Prose literature roe of

tant and highly im
Bhattadeva

evelopment of Assamese
Bhattadeva is most impor-
pressionable. Therefore,
Was regarded as father of Assamese

aaaaaaaaaaaaaa




prose literature. In the Katha Bhagawata Bhattadeva
us.ed many Sanskrit words. The language of Katha
Gita simple than that of katha Bhagawata, as it was
composed later on. The language of these books is
to extent in conversational style using some collo-
quial wods.

For Example:

Khere merhai agni dei: apunar

mangsha kati khuavaye : jibantae shrigal

shagune anta ubhare : sarpe kamore ©

bichaye dankle : dahe mahe khai : hat bhari
bhange : hasti phetai mare : parbhatar para
pehlawe : gata khani pote : panit dubawae :
emane anek bhunjawai

(Katha Bhagavat, 3/30)

Yena mayee anadi Ishawara lila tanu dhariteo

naika naho, kinto sadaye thako.

tomio ei rajasobu upaji mario mor

angsha pade naika nohowa.

kintoo satate thaka. .

(Katha Gita,2" Chapter)

Benig inspired by the trend of Bhattadva’s
prose style many other assamese prose writers com-
posed their books like Katha Ramayana of
Raghunath Mahanta, ‘Bhakti Ratnakar Katha’ of
Gopal Dwija and so on.

In the hostory of Assamese literature this pe-
riod is called the pe iod of expansion ofAssamese
literature. Assamesse prose developed in various
aspects in this period 16® to 18™ century. -

Another famous instance of Assamese prose lit-
erature of this age was historical literature. It 1S called
‘Buranji’ in Assam. At the very beginning of Ahom

reign these were written in Tai Language. From the
Bhattadeva. Buramis were

sixteenth century after . ere
written isAssamese language in prose: Aé to he
Assamese historical literature, Sir G.A. Uriers

Opined-

Assamese are justly proud of their national lit-
erature, In no department have they been more Suc-

cessful than in a branch of study in whi.ch India, as
rule is curiously deficient..--- The historical workse,{,
Buranjis, as they ¢ styled by the Ass(almes %
are numerous and yoluminous- 'knov:'le ge o
Buranjis was an indispens jon to an

7

Assamese gentlemen’ -

o) Feemad 4 ue b

Charit Puthi, the biography of Vaishnavite Saints
were also very precious prose literature of Assam.
Study of Charit Puthi in ‘Satras’ of Assam was
compulsory. ‘Katha Guru Charit’s is one valuable
instance of this kind of prose literature in the 17%
and 18% century. In the course of development of
Assamese prose literature ‘Hasti Vidyarnava’, Ghora
Nidana’ and many other writings were being com-
posed during the region of Ahom Kings upto18®
Century.

Conclusion :

In this way Assamese Prose literature formed
and developed up to 18® Century. Assam was
brought under British Rule in 1826 A.D.when the
American Baptist Missionaries also came to Assam.
They published first Assamese journal ‘Aronoday’
in their own printing press at Sivasagar Dist. From
this time the Assamese language took its moderbn
shape with slight modification of original one. Si-
multaneously. Hem Chandra Boruah, an education-
ist of Assam composed Assamese Grammar and
Assamese Dictionary for the first time which played
a vital role in the formation of the modernAssamese
language. The name of the Grammar is ‘Asomiya
Bhasar Vyakaran’ and the dictionary is known as
‘Hemkosh’ Hem Ch. Boruah composed the gram-
mar in modern form on the basis of the early
assamese literature. The structure and form of the
grammar and the dictinary given by Hem ch. Boruah
has continued till now without any modification.

From the time of British Rule. Assamese were
attracted towards modern education. Due to influ-
ence of the English literature a modification took
place in the form and content of the Assamese prose
literature. In 1889 A.D. the Journal “Jonaki” played
an important role in this matter in whichthe idea of

Romanticism deeply rooted in Assamese prose lit-

erature. In the field of short story, novel, drama,
criticism etc. Assamese prose literature developed

to a new stage.
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Dipankar Hazarika
B.A. 2™ Year

For whom you are born
I don't know.
When I am alone I feel lonely.
But suddenly your .thoughts
occupy my mind...
your sweet memories fly,
Like the birds in the sky.
I feel your sound and smile
In the garden of my heart
Oh! you are not here.
And my hope still lingers.
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