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“Each year of this festival is followed by a wave of betrothels and
weddings. Young people of the villages have several weeks for singing,
dancing and couting untill the monsoon rain arrive about the first of
June™®
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‘... Till today at the rainy places, such as Sohra, Mawmluh, Nongbah,
Masmai, Mawsynram, Jowai, there houses of solid stone structure. Among
the different models, some houses are fenced party of fully with stone
although the roof is thatched with grass. The tradition has it that some
colossal stone dwellings in the far-off past housed a corporate living, the
furnitures tools and implements all being made of stone. It appears that
some houses gave away to the thatched houses the economy had become
more and more diversified.

The Jaintias and the Khasis kept strong stone walls around the villages
(such as Nongbah, Mawmluh, Lapangar and elsewhere) to ensure safety
against the possible invasion of the enemy. They used more of the wooden
than stone gate which served as exits. Ruins of village walls are still to be

noticed at Jaintipur, Madur, Nartiang, Mawsmai and elsewhere.’
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] T3 5T ST 9IS 2 T JE Loz S #fet@— “Anindigenous
house patternis fast disappearing. Modern buildings with lime-washed, roofed
with corrugated iron or form sheet, sometimes inferior tin materials, floored
with planks and with doors or windows of wood, or glassware and with well
ventilated rooms, have appeared everywhere in their different styles, size and
compartmention. The availability of cheap electricity and other factors of

urbanization seems to have driven to extinction some of the old house models.”
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